2022 PRIMARY ELECTION

VOTER GUIDE

The 2022 Election will impact reproductive rights for generations
to come. And now more than ever, we must elect pro-choice
women - our best advocates - to change the face of power in
Minnesota and protect abortion rights.
Use this voter guide to find the Women Winning
endorsed candidates on your Primary Election ballot.

PRIMARY ELECTION
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9TH
Make a plan to vote, find your polling, and
view your sample ballot at mnvotes.org
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Peggy Flanagan

Lieutenant Governor

Peggy Flanagan is MN's 50th Lieutenant Governor and a member of the White Earth
Band of Ojibwe. She is the first Native American elected statewide in MN and the
highest-ranking Native woman elected to executive office in the country. At the
center of all her work is advocating and making progress for children, working
families, communities of color and Indigenous communities, and Minnesotans who
have historically been underserved and underrepresented. She served on the
Minneapolis Board of Education before becoming one of the original trainers of
Wellstone Action’s signature program Camp Wellstone, where she trained
thousands of progressive activists, community organizers, elected officials, and
candidates – including Governor Walz. In 2015, Peggy was elected to the MN House,
serving her own community of St. Louis Park, as well as Golden Valley, Plymouth,
and Medicine Lake. She brings her experiences of building coalitions and advocating
for children and families to the Lt. Gov.’s Office as she works in close partnership
with Gov. Tim Walz to build One Minnesota. Learn more at: walzflanagan.org

Betty McCollum

U.S. House of Representatives, District 4

Betty McCollum is the dean of the Minnesota congressional delegation and a
trailblazer when in 2000 she was the second woman elected to Congress in
Minnesota’s history. McCollum is a senior member of the House Appropriations
Committee and serves as chair of the Defense Subcommittee with responsibility
for providing more than $700 billion in annual funding for the Department of
Defense and the U.S. intelligence community. McCollum is also the vice-chair of
the Interior-Environment Subcommittee where she has championed funding for
environmental justice, protecting public lands, climate resilience, clean air and
water, and Native American health care and education. A tireless champion for
women’s reproductive freedom, McCollum is a fierce advocate for abortion rights,
comprehensive family planning, and unrestricted access to sexual health services.
Internationally, McCollum has advanced legislation to end child marriage, promote
the U.S. commitment to family planning, increase funding for maternal and child
health for the world’s poorest women. Learn more at: mccollumforcongress.com

Ihan Omar

U.S. House of Representatives, District 5
In 2018, Ilhan was elected to Congress representing the Fifth Congressional
District of Minnesota, and was endorsed by the Democratic Farmer Labor Party
(DFL) once again in 2020. In her first year in office, she successfully passed 16
bills and amendments through the U.S. House of Representatives. She is Vice
Chair of the Medicare for All Caucus, Whip for the Congressional Progressive
Caucus, and Midwest Regional Whip for the Democratic Caucus. Ilhan has
consistently worked to show that the American Dream is for everyone. This
year she was awarded the Profile in Courage Award from the Town Project for
her consistent engagement with constituents, even in the face of threats to her
safety.
Learn more at: ilhanomar.com
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Jen Schultz

U.S. House of Representatives, District 8
Jen Schultz has served in the Minnesota State Legislature for eight years. She
Chairs the Human Services Finance Committee and serves on Taxes, Ways &
Means, Health Finance, Redistricting, and Tax Expenditures. She also serves as a
Great Lakes Commissioner. She has championed affordable health care, fair
taxation, and the protection of vulnerable adults. She is a health care economist
and professor at the University of Minnesota Duluth.
Learn more at: JenSchultzForCongress.com

Kim [Kotonias] McLaughlin

Minnesota Senate, District 7

Kim (Kotonias) McLaughlin is running to represent Minnesota Senate District 7,
which includes parts of St. Louis, Itasca, and Aitkin Counties in northeastern
Minnesota. McLaughlin is a proud lifelong Minnesotan who has dedicated her life
to public service, community leadership, and standing up for the people of
northern Minnesota. She is a long-time state employee, small business owner,
non-profit and community board member, former long-time union member, and
former fire civil service commissioner. McLaughlin is a Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) and Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE) who has worked across
the public and private sectors with nearly 25 years of service to the Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities system as an internal auditor and now a business
manager for Minnesota North College. She is currently serving in her 6th year on
the Hibbing School Board and on the Range Association of Municipalities and
Schools (RAMS) Board.
Learn more at: https://kimformnsenate.com/

Nancy McLean

Minnesota Senate, District 33

Nancy McLean’s experience as a single mother, corporate leader, small business
owner, mental health professional, and President of the St. Croix Valley
Alliance (a chapter of the National Organization for Women), gives her a broad
and nuanced perspective on how to navigate the challenges in her district and in
our state. Nancy is a tireless advocate for affordable healthcare with a proven
track record of getting things done. She knows there are workable solutions to
the healthcare crisis and the other challenges facing our state and is ready to
bring real solutions that reflect our values and lift up all Minnesotans.
Learn more at: http://www.nancymcleanforsenate.com/
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Leslie Lienemann

Minnesota Senate, District 44

Leslie Lienemann is a passionate, award-winning civil rights attorney with a threedecade track record of fighting for justice. Whether protecting women who have
been harassed or discriminated against, upholding the promises of paid family and
medical leave or fighting for equality for LGBTQ+ community members, Leslie
has shown she can tackle the tough issues. A mom and new grandma, Leslie is
determined to ensure that our public schools have the resources they need to
give our kids the quality education they deserve. Leslie and her husband, a union
steward, are strong labor supporters, committed to ensuring hard working
families can meet the rising cost of living. Leslie is a fierce advocate, ready to fight
for economic, environmental, and social justice at the state Capitol on behalf of
SD44 and all Minnesotans.
Learn more at: LeslieForMinnesota.com

Erin Maye Quade

Minnesota Senate, District 56

Erin Maye Quade is a former Minnesota State Representative who was first
elected to the Minnesota House of Representatives in 2016. There, she quickly
established herself as a candid and fierce advocate for Minnesotans championing
paid family leave; expanding access to affordable child care; ending childhood
hunger; eliminating gun violence; and investing in treatment for mental health and
substance abuse issues. She currently serves as the Advocacy Director at Gender
Justice, where she work to advance gender justice through public education,
strategic partnerships and coalition-building.
Learn more at: erinmayequade.com

Zaynab Mohamed

Minnesota Senate, District 63

Zaynab is a working class immigrant and policy advocate, running to represent
South Minneapolis in the Minnesota Senate. Through her experiences supporting
her family and navigating government services, Zaynab is acutely aware of the
government's ability to impact lives. As a policy aide for the City of Minneapolis
and as the Community Advocacy Director at the Council of American Islamic
Relations (CAIR-MN), Zaynab has advocated for stronger protections for renters,
public safety and police accountability, and support for small businesses. As
Zaynab Mohamed runs to be the first black woman elected to the Minnesota
Senate, she is focused on eliminating the educational achievement gap, expanding
health care, and doing everything we can to combat climate change. She is a
strong advocate for the most vulnerable in the community and will push everyday
to have a government that works for us all.
Learn more at: https://zaynabmohamed.org/
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Sandy Pappas

Minnesota Senate, District 65
Pappas was first elected to the MN House of Representatives in 1984 and to the
MN Senate in 1990. She served as Senate President from 2013-2016. Currently
she is the Democratic Lead on the Capitol Investment Committee. Throughout
her legislative career, Pappas has been a fervent advocate for Human Rights. She
has passed legislation to prohibit sex trafficking and provide services to victims;
to provide emergency contraception for sexual assault victims, to eliminate the
statute of limitations for charging sexual assault and passed the Women's
Economic Security Act. Her deep interest in international women's rights led her
to co-found Forward Global Women, which trains women leaders from the
Middle East-North Africa region to be stronger peacemakers. She is now their
part-time Executive Director. Pappas has a Mid-Career MPA degree from the JFK
School of Government, Harvard University.
Learn more at: Sandypappas.com

Alicia Kozlowski

Minnesota House, District 8B

Alicia Kozlowski is running to represent District 8B in the Minnesota House of
Representatives, the community Alicia was born and raised in by a single-mother
and grandmother. Alicia is a first-generation college graduate who then earned an
MBA and immediately went to work building, creating, and amplifying community.
As a proud descendant of an Indigenous-Ojibwe mother and Mexican father,
Alicia believes we are all better when we show up in the fullness of who we are,
with hearts forward and head high. As an endurance runner, former business
developer, grassroots organizer, and current Community Relations Officer with
the City of Duluth, Alicia has the experience, stamina and vision to be effective
for Duluth as someone who is already leading in alignment with community to
improve health and well-being, rebuilding generational wealth, advancing an
inclusive economy, and cultivating the community we all deserve.
Learn more at: aliciaforduluth.com

Liz Reyer

Minnesota House, District 52A
Representative Liz Reyer is the DFL endorsed candidate for House District
52A, representing parts of Burnsville and Eagan. Liz is a business leader, social
activist, mother of four, and a long-time Eagan resident. She has been active in
local politics and has a long history of involvement in Eagan schools, youth
athletics, and other civic matters. In her first term, Liz has used her platform to
address structural racism and fight for our need for quality and affordable health
care, equal justice under the law, a stable climate and clean environment, and a
world-class education. She serves on the Capital Investment, Health, Housing,
and Preventing Homelessness committees.
Learn more at: lizreyer.com
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Aisha Gomez

Minnesota House, District 62A

Aisha Gomez is a Mama, a Southsider, an organizer, and a public servant. She has
been serving the communities that raised her as a State Representative since 2018.
Since 2020 she has served as the Chair of the Preventing Homelessness division,
Vice-Chair of the Property Tax division and as a member of the Housing and Tax
committees. At the Legislature she is known as an effective and passionate
advocate for progressive tax policy, investments across the housing continuum, the
City of Minneapolis, and those who our systems have excluded. Merging her
growing expertise in tax and housing policy, in 2021 she was able to secure $120
Million in the tax bill to assist families experiencing homelessness. She believes in
using the tools of electoral politics and public policy to build power for working
people and BIPOC communities, and to improve the material conditions of
people’s lives. She lives in the Lyndale neighborhood with her 10 year old son.
Learn more at: aishagomez.com

Maria Isa Pérez-Hedges

Minnesota House, District 65B

María Isa Pérez-Hedges is a lifelong Minnesotan, raised on the West Side of Saint
Paul. She is a cultural community organizer, international recording artist, and
youth worker running for the Minnesota House of Representatives District 65B.
María Isa currently directs the mentorship program for the Twin Cities Mobile
Jazz Project which empowers young people through music and a cultural
curriculum. She also serves on the Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board
Public Engagement Advisory Task Force, working to ensure the Capitol is a
welcoming space for community. A Type 1 diabetic and insulin organizer, she has
been a prominent leader in the fight for affordable health care in Minnesota. In
April 2020, she played an integral role in advocating for the passage of the Alec
Smith Insulin Affordability Act, and she continues her leadership within the
Minnesota #Insulin4all Chapter.
Learn more at: https://www.mariaisa.org/

Leigh Finke

Minnesota House, District 66A
Leigh Finke is an advocate, filmmaker, parent, and transgender woman living in
Saint Paul with her two kids. Being a queer single parent working multiple jobs
has fueled her creative and political life these past five years. Currently, Leigh is
the owner and Executive Producer of Totally Gay Productions and is Multimedia
Storyteller at ACLU of Minnesota. With a background in journalism and
documentary, Leigh believes that effective storytelling and expanded
representation are essential to moving our communities forward. Her election
would make her the first transgender person to serve in Minnesota's state
government.
Learn more at: leighformn.com
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Liz Lee

Minnesota House, District 67A
Kaozouapa “Liz” Lee is a proud Hmong daughter of St. Paul’s Eastside. She and
her siblings were raised by dedicated public servant parents in the Hayden
Heights neighborhood on the Eastside. Liz spent a decade advocating for policies
that benefit working families in Minnesota and across the country like affordable
housing, education equity, health equity, and increased access to public transit.
Now she’s running to serve the people of Minnesota House District 67A to
ensure the Eastside works for everyone.
Learn more at: www.LizLee.org

Elizabeth Lamin

Dakota County Attorney

Elizabeth Lamin is an accomplished prosecutor with over sixteen years of
experience, handling thousands of criminal cases and trying complex homicides,
shootings, and other serious felonies. After working with battered women’s
organizations helping survivors of domestic violence to navigate the legal system,
she decided to go to law school. Now she is running for Dakota County Attorney
to bring justice, compassion, and innovation to our criminal justice system. She
lives in Eagan with her partner and two teenage children. She was born in the
former Soviet Union and came to Minnesota as a child as a political refugee due to
the persecution her family experienced. From the beginning, she grew to
appreciate the importance of having a fair and just system for all individuals. In
addition, she worked with community partners to create a restorative justice circle
to help victims and their families heal. Most recently, she was appointed as the
Director of Violence Intervention and Community Partnerships.
Learn more at: elizabethlamin.com

Jennifer Andrashko

Nicollet County Commissioner, District 1

Jennifer is a social worker, social work professor, appointed member of the
Minnesota Maternal Mortality Review Committee, Humphrey Policy Fellow
alumna, a parent, and an engaged and effective advocate for equity - especially
for women and other minoritized groups in the health care system. As an
experienced clinical social worker and engaged citizen, she believes deeply in
growing the intersection between the decision-makers and those whose lives are
most impacted by those decisions. Connecting policy decisions with the real lives
of constituents is a critical aspect of public service and elected office. Jennifer has
more than 20 years of experience doing exactly this and has no intention of
slowing down as an advocate for underserved or marginalized groups. She lives
in St. Peter, MN with her two young daughters and would be honored to serve
as Nicollet County Commissioner.
Learn more at: www.jenniferandrashko.org
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Karla Bigham

Washington County Commissioner, District 4

Karla Bigham was elected to the Minnesota State Senate in February of 2018 in a
Special Election and re-elected in 2020. She currently serves on the Judiciary and
Public Safety Finance and Policy Committee and the Local Government
Committee. Additionally, Sen. Bigham is the ranking minority lead on Civil Law
and Data Practices Policy Committee. She previously served on the Environment
Finance, Human Service Policy and Finance Reform, and the Veterans Affairs
Committees. Bigham served on the Washington County Board of Commissioners
from 2015 until being elected to the Minnesota Senate in 2018. Bigham served in
the Minnesota House of Representatives from 2007 until 2011. She was the Vice
Chair of the Public Safety and Civil Justice Committee, and served on the Public
Safety Finance, State Government Finance, and Veteran Affairs Committees. From
2005 until 2007, Karla served on the Cottage Grove City Council.
Learn more at: www.karlabigham.com

Seema Maddali

Dakota County Commissioner, District 4

Seema Maddali has been a resident of Eagan for nearly 20 years and has come to
love the city and enjoy the facilities in Dakota County. She works as an ER
physician at the VA hospital in Minneapolis and has 35 years of clinical experience
with board certifications in Internal Medicine & Hospice and Palliative Care. She
has also had the opportunity to mentor the next generation of physicians as an
Assistant Professor of the Dept. of Internal Medicine at the University of MN.
Additionally, she has obtained a Master’s in Healthcare Administration from the
Carlson School of Business at the University of MN. Throughout her career as a
healthcare professional, she has served in leadership roles in major healthcare
organizations in the Twin Cities with a focus on building patient-centered
programs to improve community health. Outside of healthcare, she has worked
alongside her neighbors in the PTA, nonprofit fundraisers, sports organizations,
and by volunteering at local homeless shelters, Habitat for Humanity, and The
Open-Door Pantry. Learn more at: www.maddalicounty4.com

Rena Moran

Ramsey County Commissioner, District 4
Rena Moran is the current Chair of the Committee on Ways and Means in the
Minnesota House of Representatives. In 2010, Rena Moran became the first
African American to represent District 65A. As a legislator, she has focused on
protecting children in the child welfare system, strengthening schools, reducing
educational disparities, and fighting for affordable housing, economic opportunity
for all, and women’s rights. Rep. Moran formerly served as Chair of the House
Health and Human Services Policy Committee, House Deputy Minority Leader,
and was the founding Chair of the People of Color and Indigenous (POCI) Caucus
and the United Black Legislative Caucus (UBLC). She currently serves on the
Governor’s Executive Council for Young Women Initiative and the Governor’s
Council on Justice Reinvestment. She holds a B.S. in Early Childhood Education
from Southern Illinois University and was recently the Director of Prevention
Initiatives and Parent Leadership at Prevent Child Abuse MN dba Minnesota
Communities Caring for Children.
Learn more at: renamoran.org
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April Graves

Mayor of Brooklyn Center
April Graves was born and grew up in St. Paul’s historic Rondo neighborhood. She
is the 3rd born of a family of 5 siblings. April became a mother as a teen but was
resilient, continued in school and became the first in her family to graduate and go
on to college to obtain a degree. She graduated from Metropolitan State University
and obtained her bachelor’s degree in Creative Writing and Social Science in 2010.
She also received the Outstanding Student Award from the College of Arts and
Sciences, the Recognition of Excellence Award from the Metropolitan State
University Foundation and gave the keynote speech at graduation. April has been
serving as a City Councilmember in Brooklyn Center since January 2015, when she
became the first woman of color ever elected to the council. April has worked in
youth outreach and engagement in Minneapolis, academic tutoring and mentorship
through AmeriCorps, and currently as Public Health Specialist at the Minneapolis
Health Department’s Office of Violence Prevention.
Learn more at: aprilforbc.com

Amáda Márquez Simula

Mayor of Columbia Heights

Amáda Márquez Simula is running for re-election as Mayor of Columbia
Heights, MN, a first-ring suburb of Minneapolis. Amáda will continue to
represent our diverse communities by connecting across generations and
cultures. Meeting people where they’re at and listening, supporting, and
working with people as their needs arise. She centers her Mayoral work on
health, safety, and 21st-century strategies to bring services to the community.
In addition, Amáda brings a positive outlook to local government, welcoming
families, individuals, and the public to council meetings and to Mayoral Town
Hall Zoom meetings so that everyone knows they are welcome and important
to the city of Columbia Heights, MN.
Learn more at: voteamada.com

Kim Norton

Mayor of Rochester
Kim Norton is first female elected as Mayor in Rochester - Minnesota's 3rd
largest city. She retired from the Minnesota Legislature in 2016 after ten years
where she represented NE/NW Rochester and, prior to that, served on the
Rochester School Board for 8 years. Norton won a two-year Bush Foundation
Fellowship in 2016 which included completion of an MPA from the University
of Minnesota's Humphrey School focusing policy, leadership and sustainable
energy. She recently completed an Executive Certificate in Public Policy from
Harvard's Kennedy School. She is the proud owner of two electric vehicles and
purchases solar and hydro power as energy sources for her home.
Learn more at: kimnorton.org
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Husniyah Dent Bradley

Richfield City Council, At-Large

Husniyah Dent Bradley is running for Richfield City Council At-Large which
covers all of Richfield. Husniyah Dent Bradley graduated from Spelman College
with a BS in Chemistry and from William Mitchell College of Law with a JD.
Husniyah is a past chemist, lawyer and organizer who has spent years working on
political campaigns and advocating for everyone in her district and the state of
Minnesota. Husniyah has worked on voting rights issues, workers’ rights and
technological advances in the law. Husniyah has been a leader in the community as
the chair of the Richfield Transportation Commission, NAASC executive board
member, DFL Women’s Summit Committee co-chair, Wood Lake Village
Association president, Black Women rising board member, alternate on the MN
Transportation Advisory Board, past member of the Richfield Human Rights
Commission, and president of the Richfield Foundation.
Learn more at: www.votehusniyah.com

Rachel James

Columbia Heights City Council, At-Large
Rachel grew up in rural Minnesota on a small dairy farm with a big family. She
moved to Columbia Heights in 2010 with her husband Leo and their 2 children.
She immediately fell in love with this small town in the big city! Columbia Heights
has all the opportunities for connection and community service as her hometown,
along with the diversity and opportunities of an urban center. Rachel has worked
at First Lutheran Church of Columbia Heights for 8 years as the Director of
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries. You can find her most days walking around
Silverwood Park with her family or visiting the Columbia Heights Library for a
good science fiction book.
Learn more at: https://rachelforheights.com/

Nichole Klonowski

Brooklyn Park City Council, Ward C

I am not a politician, I am someone who loves people and a believer in public
service. Brooklyn Park is a one-of-a kind city, a wonderful place to live, and is
growing. I'm running for City Council to use my skills and experience to ensure
we work together in building our future. I believe that women need to be
represented in all levels of government and need to be at the table where
decisions are made. As a mother and grandmother, and with years in social
service work I have a unique perspective on what impacts our community and in
how to build consensus.
Learn more at: https://www.votenicholeforbrooklynpark.com
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Amanda Matchett

Blaine City Council, Ward 3

Technology Transactions Attorney for Workday, Inc.
Recipient of the North Start Pro Bono designation and the Minnesota Lawyer
Magazine “In House Counsel Rising Start Award”
Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing and International Business from Iowa State
University.
Law Degree, with honors, from Michigan State University.
MN Association of Black Lawyers Treasurer
Adjunct Professor at St. Thomas School of Law and University of Minnesota Law
School
Previously served on the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce and the Minnesota Black
Chamber of Commerce
Former chair of the Human Rights Committee for the MN State Bar
Learn more at: facebook.com/AmandaMatchett4Blaine

Lori Saroya

Blaine City Council, Ward 1
Lori Saroya is a proud resident of Blaine and a candidate for Blaine City
Council, Ward 1. Lori and her husband have lived in Blaine for 17 years ago
and are raising their three children, ages 11, 6, and 2. She has spent the past
seven years serving on the Blaine Charter Commission. Lori is the daughter of
immigrants who came to the United States in the late 1960s. Her family
settled in rural Iowa and she moved to Minnesota to attend St. Catherine
University in St. Paul. Lori earned her Juris Doctor from Mitchell Hamline
School of Law. Lori is committed to service and community. In addition to
being a Blaine Charter Commissioner, she served on the Minnesota Judicial
Branch Committee for Equality and Justice, St. Paul Human Rights and Equal
Economic Opportunity Commission, Minnesota Council of Nonprofits Board
of Directors, and the Alumni Board of Mitchell Hamline School of Law.
Learn more at: https://votelorisaroya.com/
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